Promotion of positive welfare through play

behaviour in grow-finish pigs
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Methods
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Locomotor, social and object play behaviour of 144 w observed and recorded at 11,16 and 21 weeks of age:
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Start of the trial 16 weeks old 21 weeks oIqI
End of the trial

Preliminary Results

Frequency of locomotor, social, and object play behaviour during a 30 minute play session
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Play treatment groups performed significantly more of different types of play at: o see pifﬁ-
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e 11 weeks: Locomotor and Social and Object play (NOV, PLP) "7 R code:

16 weeks: Locomotor and Social Play (PLP), Object Play (NOV, PLP)
SCAN ME

e 21 weeks: Locomotor Play (PLP), Social and Object Play (NOV, PLP)

Play treatment groups were able to support a greater amount of play at 11, 16 and 21 weeks of age.

Conclusion

Play can be promoted and sustained in grow-finish pigs in an intensive
commercial system.

Pigs' preferences for destructible enrichment and novelty should be considered.

Implications for the industry
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Play could be an addition to
welfare assessment where
markers of positive animal
emotions are currently lacking
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Play as a tool to support quality
of life would contribute to the

ethics of responsible production
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Play could support higher
welfare in commercial settings
and may support beneficial traits
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